Analysis of IgA1 and IgA2 subclass distribution in IgA- containing circulating immune complexes in patients with diabetes mellitus.
Immune complexes (IC) containing IgA1 and IgA2 have been detected in diabetes mellitus. In particular IgA1 and IgA2-IC are equally distributed in type 2 diabetes. On the other hands IgA1-IC are prevailingly found in type 1 diabetes mellitus. IgA2-IC (immune complexes of "mucosal" origin?) seen to be of relevance in the pathogenesis of diabetic microangiopathy.